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THI�KI�G ABOUT GOD’S 
LOVE 
 
Amid the whirl of its activities and messages February 

has long been recognized as a time of special celebration 

of love. This has arisen largely due to the (admittedly con-

flicting and confusing) legends surrounding a certain St. 

Valentine, who is said to have lived in the third century. 

An oft-cited story has it that a certain priest named Valen-

tine was imprisoned for his Christian activities. One ac-

count maintains that just before his martyrdom he sent a 

letter to his ladylove, which he signed, “From your Valentine.”  

Whatever the true origin of St. Valentine’s Day may be, Christians have the cer-

tainty of knowing that not just February the fourteenth, but every day they may 

draw upon God’s message of love to a needy mankind: “For this is the way God 
loved the world. He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). John 3:16 is perhaps 

the best known text in the Bible and has served as the scriptural basis for many to 

come to know Jesus Christ as their Savior.  

Yet sometimes the most common things are least fully understood. Such may be 

the case with this beloved text, which is often called “ The Gospel in a nutshell.” 

This passage sets the theological framework for the teaching of the whole Gospel 

by stating the elements of salvation as simply and directly as they can be found 

anywhere in its pages. The motive of God’s gift, love; the purpose of God’s gift, 

salvation; the status of believers, the basis and meaning of judgment, are all ex-

pressed in one paragraph. John 3:16 itself is so simple the even a little child can 

understand its basic meaning and accept its teaching as his own. Nevertheless, 

there is a depth here for the profoundest of thinkers. The original text is loaded 

with particular spiritual significance. Each word is chosen to express just the right 

emphasis. Moreover, their structure and their very order are intentionally designed 

to stamp John 3:16 not only as important, even crucial, to its own context, but also 

as a statement in its own right, which sets forth the essential nature and truth of 

the Christian faith. There are three key topics drawn from its message:  

The love of God by making a way for man to be saved, the gift of God in giving 

His Son as payment for our sin and man’s response to God by believing in His 

offer of salvation in Christ alone, by grace alone, through faith alone. 
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